Food caching in captive coyotes: stereotypy of action sequence and spatial distribution of cache sites.
This paper describes some aspects of the food caching behaviour of four captive coyotes. Detailed observations of the actions used by coyotes to cache food revealed them to be strikingly similar to those previously described for timber wolves. The similarities included the identity of the movements used, their temporal sequencing, and their susceptibility to interruption. This suggests that there exists a stereotypy across canids in the action sequences used in caching. Second, an examination of the distribution of cache sites revealed that each coyote scattered cache sites widely within a wooded region of their enclosure and preferentially in terrains close to exposed tree roots.